
Executive Summary

The Institute for Jewish Studies in the CIS is a multi-faceted Jewish education organization geared especially for Russian-speaking Jewry. Under the leadership of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, the Institute organizes teacher training programs, national speaking tours, seminars for educators and journalists and a prestigious and massive publishing initiative.  The Institute also hosts a Russian website, provides leadership training to local activists in the former Soviet Union (FSU) and coordinates a network of informal education initiatives. It is based in Moscow, Irkutsk (Siberia) and Jerusalem.

In the United States, the Institute is represented by the Aleph Society, 25 West 45th Street, New York, New York 10036. 

(Phone: 212-840-1166; fax: 212-840-1514)


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Headquarters

Jerusalem, Israel

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Central office of the Institute, where publications, educational programs and ongoing activities of the Institute are prepared. Rabbi Steinsaltz is its chairman. He   guides and participates in all  ongoing activities: advising the staff, writing materials, and participating in the seminars and visits. The Jerusalem office also functions as the seminar center for leaders of the Bayit LeMidrash program, library for olim, and a center for Russian olim, and develops  educational projects with Russian Jews around the world.
	Russian speaking Jews all over the world.
	Hundreds of thousands throughout the world.
	Activities are guided by Rabbi Steinsaltz,  who initiates the activities of the Institute in the F.S.U and participates in all its programs.   
	The Institute was founded in 1989 by Rabbi Steinsaltz to enable Russian Jews to become educated and active members of the Jewish people.  The Institute operates in the former Soviet Union, Israel and around the world. The Institute microfilmed 300,000 pages of ancient Jewish manuscripts in Russian libraries, with the participation of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the National Library in Jerusalem. It founded  Lamed, the Jewish University of Moscow, published the Talmud in Russian and supported the Jewish University of St. Petersburg, and initiated and participated in hundreds of projects and publications.
	Creation of pedagogical center for Russian Olim in Israel; development of outreach programs for Russian Jews throughout the world; renovation of the educational center in Moscow.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.  

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center – Moscow, Russia
	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Headquarters of the Institute in the FSU.  Communication center for hundreds of communities throughout the FSU; base for seminars, lectures, and other projects. Rabbi Steinsaltz’s  representative in Russia.
	Community activists, educators, and individuals throughout the FSU.
	Hundreds of thousands of Jews have benefited from the various projects of the Institute including its distribution of materials and mailings.

During this year, the Center has held 12 seminars with over 400 participants and nearly 400 activities involving 8-10,000 participants.
	Serves as Rabbi Steinsaltz’s center for all activities in the F.S.U.  It is the largest educational agency in the F.S.U.  The Moscow center is well known, welcoming every one who comes with questions and for help with Judaism and Jewish life. The Center does not have a political function. It is an oasis of Israel and Jewish warmth in the F.S.U.
	In 1988, Rabbi Steinsaltz opened the first Jewish educational center in Moscow in the USSR since 1917. Thousands of students participated in 13 programs, which included Yeshivat Mekor Haim, the Jewish University of Moscow, Lamed and the Institute for Jewish Community leaders.  In 1996, the center burned to the ground.  The Moscow Municipality has given Rabbi Steinsaltz a new building in downtown Moscow, which will be renovated  and opened in 2000.
	Further development of a public Jewish library, pedagogical center, multi-media center, Jewish store, cafe for Jewish youth, and welfare center for the needy.

In addition, efforts are under way to create a Jewish educational museum entitled, “Past, Present & Future” with Jewish artifacts and ritual items connected to Jewish life.  These items will be exhibited and include explanations,  learning materials, activities and seminars.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities
Community Visits

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Rabbi Steinsaltz’s visits  to the Jewish communities in the F.S.U. Community visits, lectures, participation in academic gatherings, and meetings with official government bodies, and the Russian media.
	Jewish communities in the entire region of the F.S.U.
	Since 1996, Rabbi Steinsaltz has visited more that 45 communities in the F.S.U., meeting with more than 30,000 people.
	Rabbi Steinsaltz’s meetings have made a great impression on the Jewish community and the wider public, including government representatives, community officials, and leading activists. The Rabbi, by virtue of his presence in hundreds of community meetings and events, has helped to strengthen Jewish national pride and identity.
	At the invitation of Russia’s chief Rabbi, Rabbi Abraham Shayevitch, the Rabbi has become the spiritual mentor for thousands of Jews in the F.S.U. His personal visits, by far, have had a great impact on Jewish communal life in the F.S.U. He has visited the furthest corners of the F.S.U., from the Far East, Siberia, to the Jewish community of Tashkent, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine.
	To expand community visits, and further strengthen educational projects in collaboration with the local communities.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Bayit LeMidrash in Siberia & the Far East

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	To strengthen Jewish activities in Siberia and the Far-East, the Institute has opened an office in Siberia. 

The head of the Siberian office, located in the city of Irkutsk is a graduate of the Institute’s Moscow’s yeshiva, “Mekor Haim.” 
	Jewish communities 

in Siberia and  Far-East. 
	About 30 communities with thousands of  members.  Leading our programs are 150 members of Lamed.
	Focus on helping those regions with low standards of living. The Siberian Jewish community lacks the strong backing from Jewish organizations that is available in other regions in the F.S.U., and is in great need of aid for their Jewish teachers and community activists.  
	After two seminars in Siberia (Novosibirsk 1994 and Irkutsk 1999) and  Rabbi Steinsaltz’s visits to local communities in 1999, David Dorokhov, a graduate of the Institute’s course for community leaders, has been appointed to the post of  permanent representative of the Institute in Siberia.  
	To provide support to Siberia’s communities in the area of educational materials and to increase seminars for teachers and activists. The “Beit le Midrash” and “Limudim” have been initiated in Siberia, and contact is further increased by means of the internet.   


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

“Lamed” – Association of Jewish Teachers in the F.S.U.

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program

	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Lamed provides professional support and materials to Jewish teachers and educators  in the F.S.U. Lamed organizes 6-8 seminars for educators in the Former Soviet Union every year, with a total of about 350 participants attending from all corners of the F.S.U.  It publishes a family magazine, curriculum material and provides support  for teachers in the field.
	Teachers, educators, and Jewish community activists  
	1600 members in Lamed, who have  

30,000 students in different educational

institutions.  Since its inception 4000 members have been trained by Lamed: some 2000 are now in Israel.
	Specially prepared materials for teachers of Judaica, which focuses on teaching methodology.  Seminars are held 6-8 times per year;the seminars introduce participants to new materials created by Lamed leaders. The seminars also provide an authentic Jewish atmosphere, encouraging intensive interaction with other teachers and leading Jewish activists.
	More than 80 seminars have been held throughout the F.S.U., including the communities of Asia. 
	This project will develop and expand to encompass a larger membership and more seminars for teachers. 

It is expected during 2002 that 15 seminars involving 600 participants will take place.  Some will be collaborative efforts with Chabad, JDC, and the Ministry of Education.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities
Chaverim- Leaders of Jewish Communities in the F.S.U.

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Professional and spiritual support for leading community activists in the F.S.U. 
	Community leaders and activists. 
	35 members. These leading activists have influence over thousands of Jews in the F.S.U. 
	Selective membership, with a focus on a serious and personal relationship with Rabbi Steinsaltz. The Chaverim meet together to share experiences and work on joint projects several times a year. This program will be expanded to recruit new members for a greater impact on Jewish life.  
	Initiated in 1998. Seminars held several times a year. One of the seminars took the Chaverim and Rabbi Steinsaltz to the places where Hasidism originated. 
	Maintaining connections and relationships with the Chaverim members through-out the FSU.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Publications

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	More than 220 titles in the Russian language.

Topics covered include education, research and Jewish studies, supplementary readings and materials for use in Russian speaking Jewish communities.
	For all sectors and age groups of the Russian population. Books are widely distributed in Russia and are popular in Israel and in Russian speaking communities  around the world.
	Hundreds of thousands.

Total number of books, pamphlets and magazines published by the Institute is estimated at 3 million.
	Many different kinds of materials and editions each targeted to a specific group; some published in conjunction with other academic institutes. 
	First editions of Rabbi Steinsaltz’s books were “underground” publications in the beginning of the 1980’s.  To date, there are over 220 titles in Russian.
	The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center in Moscow will allow greater accessibility and exposure of the publications. 

The fifth volume of the Otzar HaTalmud is expected to be published in 2002.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities
“Parents and Children” – Quarterly Magazine

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Quarterly family magazine. Topics covered include: Jewish belief, education, family, literature, music, humor, and the Jewish community
	The magazine is divided into two parts: one for adults, and the other for children. 
	Each edition has a circulation of 30,000 copies and is published quarterly. “Otzi I Deti” is distributed in 450 communities in the F.S.U. and by subscription to  Russians in Israel, the United States and elsewhere.   
	“Otzi I Deti” is especially popular among the Jewish communities of the  F.S.U. The magazine includes different types of articles and many of them are original. The magazine has also been used in many Jewish schools as a study aid.
	36 issues since the magazines founding in 1991. What began as a brochure of 4 pages, now has an average of 60 pages.    
	Broadening the area of the distribution among Russian Jewish communities. 


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Russian Edition of the Talmud

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Translated and adapted for Russian readers, with  Rabbi Steinsaltz's commentary. Fourth and fifth volumes of the Russian edition are ready for printing.
	Intellectuals, scholars and academics, and students of universities and Jewish schools.
	First four volumes have been published and sold about 30,000 copies. The Russian edition of the Talmud is distributed in Russia and Israel.
	One of the most complicated projects dealing with Jewish Rabbinical literature in Russian. Received the highest praise and evaluation from both Jewish and non-Jewish scholars.

This project has raised the education of the Russian Jew to a new level, enabling a far greater awareness of classical Jewish sources. 
	The first volume – “Introduction to the Talmud” was published in 1993 with the assistance of the Russian Academy of World Civilizations. The second volume – Tractate “Baba Metzia” was published in 1996. Tractate “Taanit” was published in 1998. The third & fourth volumes of “Otzar Ha-Talmud” (“Treasures of the Talmud”) have been published, and are edited by the famous Russian philologist, Professor Sergey Averintzev. 
	The fifth volume of the “Otzar a-Talmud” (“Treasures of the Talmud”) is slated to be published in 2002.




The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Limudim – A Program for Self-Study

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	A year long course of individual home study. Specially prepared materials are sent to students by mail. The materials include classical Jewish texts, commentaries, articles by Rabbi Steinsaltz, and an exam at the end of each lesson for self-examination. The materials are published in two separate editions: one is geared to adults and the other to children.
	For adults and children who desire to study Judaism independently through classical Jewish sources.
	3,500 students in the F.S.U. 1,000 students in Israel. 30% of the students are children. 
	Unique system of independent study of Jewish texts. The self-study program solves the problem of great distances, time, and location. Many of the participants live in far away regions of the F.S.U., often in places that lack any Jewish community or Jewish presence.
	In the first course there are eleven separate units for adults and six units for children. The first course, entitled “Biblical Personalities of the TaNach and their Destiny” also includes a separate publication entitled “An Introduction to Biblical Study” which explains the names of Biblical personalities, has chronological charts, maps, and illustrations.
	Expanding the number of participants by mail or through the Internet. Developing new courses on topics of Jewish philosophy, History, Midrash and Aggadah.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Bait LeMidrash Peer-Study Program in Israel

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	In Israel, 45 study groups focus on Judaism representing some 25 cities.  Bayit LeMidrash (immigrants) is taught by Olim and is intended for Olim. The classes are conducted twice a week.  Monthly seminars for group leaders are held in Jerusalem.  A pilot project has been launched in Siberia.      
	Olim who are interested in the study of Judaism in small group settings. Separate groups for young people and adults. Group leaders are Olim  themselves.
	 5-600 participants in Israel. 
	Bayit LeMidrash is modeled after the small group settings popular in Russia. The clubs are free of any political or religious identification, thereby allowing Bayit LeMidrash members to focus seriously on their studies. 
	Bayit LeMidrash began in 1998 with 10 groups and has quickly grown into 45 groups in Israel. 3 groups meet in prison, which began first in Beer Sheva.  
	Expanding the number of groups. Continuing the development of materials and strengthening the education of the instructors.    


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities
Internet Site

www.judaicaru.org
www.judaica.ru
	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	 “Virtual community” on the internet supplies Jewish information  geared to both adults and children. 
	Russian speakers internet-users, Jewish activists 
	This year the Institute's site was visited 20,000 times. 

The site includes a library, pedagogical center, games and forums, connection to other sites and critically needed Jewish information including excerpts of Institute publication and news of upcoming activities.
	To enable all those interested in Jewish education and information the ability to participate in our programs via the internet. 
	In 1996, the Institute was one of the first to initiate a internet site dedicated to Jewish education and self awareness. It drew great interest from the Russian speaking public.  In response to many requests, the Institute has launched a new site to enable the Russian reader to participate in all of the Institute’s activities.   
	To expand the site, using modern technology, enabling the Institute to continue to have a serious impact on Jewish education and self-awareness in the F.S.U. and throughout the Russian - speaking world.

New materials on the website will include a section on Jewish music with songs transliterated into Russian and the musical accompaniment. 


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Pedagogical Center / Teacher Publications

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Largest selection of publications in Russian within the field of Jewish education. Educational publications about the Jewish life cycle, the Jewish calendar, Jewish philosophy, history, Jewish music, professional articles and other articles on Jewish themes, as well materials prepared by other community activists and teachers.  
	Teachers, educators, Jewish community activists. 
	Thousands of teachers and community activists use these materials.  More then ten thousand students and members of communities who study from these materials. 
	Separate materials for teachers and students in many areas of Jewish education and identity. The materials have helped teachers with curriculum planning.    Students have benefited from serious and interactive educational materials. 
	Program began in 1992. 120 different pedagogical publications, with hundreds of thousands of copies sent to the F.S.U. Used in many of schools and afternoon Jewish programs.   
	The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center in Moscow together with the website will enable increased distribution of pedagogical materials. The creation of new materials. 


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities
Jewish Media Support Project

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Professional and financial support for Jewish newspapers in the former Soviet Union. 
	Large segments of the Jewish community in the former Soviet Union which regularly receive and read Jewish newspapers.   
	Over 50 Jewish newspapers and some non-Jewish publications  participate in the Media Support Project. Their publications reach hundreds of thousands readers. 

     
	Responds to the great needs of Jewish newspapers in the former Soviet Union. Provides professional and financial support to publications. 
	Jewish Media Support project began in 1996. More than 1,800 articles have been published. The project includes a monthly interview with Rabbi Steinsaltz in the popular journal “Novoe Vremia.” 
	Seminars for Jewish journalists, professional support to improve the quality of Jewish newspapers in the F.S.U. 


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

The Jewish Information Center

	Program Description


	Target groupTC "Target group"Target Group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans

	Provides answers to questions concerning Judaism. The center uses fax, airmail and the internet to respond to questions on Jewish life, philosophy, history, and personal questions. Provides  professional support to educators, community activists and individuals.     
	Everyone who wants to ask questions about Judaism. The Center also deals with professional issues in Jewish education and personal issues dealing with Jewish life.
	1,000 letters a  year, from  hundreds of communities in the former Soviet Union. Many responses are  published in newspapers provides greater exposure for common questions and issues. 
	The Institute is the only organization that addresses serious questions and provides immediate responses.  The answers are provided by a competent team of educators, rabbis, supervised by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.

The Information Center is also open via the Internet for other Russian speaking communities around the world.
	The Jewish Information Center began in 1996. It grew in response to the hundreds of questions and letters addressed to Rabbi Steinsaltz on his visits to the former Soviet Union. 
	To give Russian speaking Jews from all over the world the chance to address their questions on Judaism. 

To publish a collection of materials in the FSU and provide greater access to them via the Internet.


The Institute for Jewish Studies in the C.I.S.

Ongoing Programs and Activities

Center for the Distribution of the

Materials to Jewish Communities in the F.S.U

	Program Description


	Target

group
	Number of participants benefiting from the program
	Special features of the program

 
	Historical background  TC "Historical background  "Historical Background
	Plans 

	Monthly distribution of materials on Jewish themes. For many people these materials are their sole source of Jewish information.       
	Schools, cultural centers, synagogues, charitable organizations,students 
organizations, and community activists. 
	50,000 packets and parcels sent every year, to 450 locations in the F.S.U., including remote communities in Russia and Siberia.


	Support and distribution of materials for all organization in the field of Jewish education and Jewish activism. Project helps to solve the educational needs of large and small 
communities.     
	Project began in 1992.  More than 300,000 packets sent to date.
	Expanding the area of distribution and quantity of materials.
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