B”H, Passover eve, 5771

Dear Friends,

The festival of Passover is, on the one hand, the festival that reminds us of the first redemption, the one that formed our nation: the redemption from Egypt; and on the other hand, it includes the faith in and the promise for total redemption in the future. A central part of the festival of Passover is that even when the present situation is full of trouble and tribulations, there is a gateway of hope in that all difficulties will be resolved and a new era will begin.

Recently, large parts of the world have been suffering from disaster – some completely natural and others partially man-made – as well as from major upheavals that are shaking a vast region whose social and political status is falling apart and creating a human earthquake, breaks and breaches.
The redemption from Egypt was accompanied with visible miracles that defied the laws of nature. A deeper look, however, will make us see that the natural parts of our lives, too, are combinations of small, and sometimes even big miracles; it is only that we do not notice them because they are so prevalent and routine.

The very celebration of Passover is an eye opener, in that it enables us to see “Your miracles that are daily with us,”
 and therefore gives us the strength to continue toiling and to believe that we are indeed nearer to times of new revelations, and that the turmoil and breaches are nothing but preparations for new paradigms that will be better and more perfect.

With best wishes for a happy and kosher Passover,

Adin Even Israel Steinsaltz

� From the Amidah prayer.





